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Abstract

Home furnishings in the Sunshine Coast blend comfort, style, and coastal charm, creating inviting
living spaces. With its relaxed lifestyle and stunning natural surroundings, the region offers a wide
range of furniture and décor options to suit every taste. From modern minimalist designs to beach-
inspired interiors, you’ll find high-quality furnishings that enhance both aesthetics and functionality.
Local stores and boutiques provide sustainable, locally crafted pieces that reflect the area’s laid-back
vibe. Whether you're decorating a new home or refreshing your space, Sunshine Coast’s home
furnishing options help you create a warm, stylish, and comfortable environment tailored to your
needs.

1. Introduction

Creating a beautiful and functional home in the Sunshine Coast starts with the right furnishings.
Whether you prefer a modern, minimalist look or a cozy, coastal-inspired vibe, selecting the perfect
furniture and décor can transform your living space. With a range of local boutiques, sustainable
options, and stylish designs, the Sunshine Coast offers everything you need to enhance comfort and
aesthetics. This ultimate guide will help you explore the best home furnishing ideas, from selecting
quality pieces to optimizing space for a relaxed lifestyle. Embrace the coastal charm and create a
home that reflects your personality while maximizing comfort and style.

2. Home Furnishings

Sure, shopping for a couch in your pajamas sounds good in Sunshine Coast, but how do you know
what it feels like to sit in the thing? No surprise that online furniture sites have been beset by more
than their share of returns and complaints. The virtual megastore Furniture.com, for one, has a
return rate of 10%, double the industry average. Maybe that's why, according to Furniture Today
magazine, Web furniture sales don't even approach 1% of all furniture sales.

One site, Homeportfolio.com, takes a different approach, offering a place to research and browse,
but not to buy. Once you find something you like, it directs you to the nearest retailer

Furniture e-commerce sites in Sunshine Coast hope bells and whistles will help boost sales; by the
end of the year, several sites promise to let you scan a photo of your room and then drag furnishings
in to see how they look. As yet, however, there is no virtual tool for simulating the experience of
actually sitting in that chair or couch. --JM Stifle

Forbes Favorite Pottery Barn www.potterybarn.com The new virtual arm of the ubiquitous bricks-
and-catalog home furnishings outfit. Take a tour of a Pottery Barn seasonal home or shop by
category for every room in the house. Products can be enlarged or viewed in a typical room context.
And while you're picking out club chairs and dhurrie rugs, you can pick up historical tidbits (Mirrors
were originally designed to reflect candlelight, not your face) and how-tos (Got candle wax on your
dinner table? Freeze it off with ice cubes in a plastic bag).

Best: Wide selection, gorgeous views and fast delivery--most items arrive within five days via FedEx.

Worst: Product care and installation sections thin.




Circline www.circline.com Looking for a $141,000 Regency Daybed with its original gilding? Then visit
this fine antiques emporium, featuring inventory from the world's most exclusive antiques dealers.
Browse by piece, style, country of origin, era or price range. Once you've settled on that circa 1790
George lll secretaire ($29,891) and a rare library ladder from the same era ($7,200), create a
portfolio of selections with your personal notes. If you don't see what you want, ask them to search
for you. Bypass the Learn section's rudimentary info on periods, styles and cabinet makers, in favor
of the calendar of shows, reviews and informative articles from the Art Newspaper. Best help of all:

Ask the Education Staff. We received a detailed e-mail response to our question within minutes.
Best: Authenticity guaranteed. Full refund within three days of purchase.

Worst: Average price point: $27,000. Participating dealers should provide multiple views of these
three-dimensional goods, many of which have finely carved or inlaid details. Ebay sellers do, why not
the elite dealers?

Design Within Reach www.dwr.com A clean, spare site dedicated to classic 20th-century furniture.
You can acquire affordable repros designed by such modern masters as Charles Rennie Mackintosh,
Marcel Breuer, Charles and Ray Eames or Florence Knoll. Or bring home ultrahip contemporary
pieces like Philippe Starck's whimsical and sexy Dr. No chair. Mix and match a Mies van der Rohe
Pavilion Chair with a Noguchi Biomorphic Coffee Table. Or create a room around such George Nelson
1950s classics such as the Marshmallow Sofa, Ball Clock and Saucer Hanging Lamp. You can view
pieces in a location, up close and read detailed designer bios. Shipping runs 10% -15% of price.

Best: Search by multiple criteria: category, designer and price range. In-stock items can be shipped
immediately

Worst: Minimalist product descriptions.

Eziba.com www.eziba.com Armchair shoppers can look like globetrotting connoisseurs after they've
shopped this worldly e-bazaar, where low-tech craftsmanship meets high-tech delivery. No cookie-
cutter, staple-gunned sofas here. Eziba stocks handcrafted furnishings made by artisans for the home




and garden--and wraps it all up in exotic travelogue content (think J. Peterman). Inventory is
strongest in tables, chairs, rugs, lighting and tabletop goods. You can pick up a $S55 Bronze Garuda Oil
Lamp (made via the lost wax method) from Thailand or an intricately inlaid mother-of-pearl chair
from Kyrgyzstan ($1,250). Auctions, some via Amazon.com, allow you to bargain like a pro for
everything from a Zulu Beer Basket to a Zapotec Runner

Best: Eziba founders have pledged part of their stock to create a foundation to improve living
conditions in the artisans' communities. Hope they make good.

Worst: You may need a machete to hack your way through the travelogue copy.

Frontera.com www.frontera.com If you're looking for standard brands--from Harden Furniture to
Hatteras Hammocks--you'll find them here. That is, if you can dig through the cluttered, ad-ridden
design. Search by indoor, outdoor, accessories, brand names or a variety of styles from Colonial to
Rustic. The ability to shop by room and style can produce some interesting results. Want a Shaker
Office? No problem. Just put the Shaker-style desk with a keyboard drawer in your shopping cart. An
informative e-newsletter keeps you apprised of upcoming auctions and sales.

Best: Large roster of old, reliable brands.
Worst: Wading through the clutter.

FunctionalArts.com www.functionalarts.com There's nothing off-the-rack about these original
furniture designs, lovingly handcrafted by a roster of contemporary furniture artisans. The emphasis
is on wood, exquisitely shaped, molded and finished. You'll find classic lines with contemporary
twists and plenty of style fusion. Like the $500 Relative End Table, made of natural and painted
wood, or the $12,000 mahogany and ebony dining table. Some items can be custom ordered and
artists' bios list design influences, background and awards. The Reference area provides useful guides
to furniture terms, finishes and wood types from ash to walnut.

Best: Your purchase helps support an artisan; shipping is included in the price
Worst: Product information is more visual than textual.

GoodHome.com www.goodhome.com Roger Horchow, formerly of the Horchow Collection Catalog,
has turned his hand to the Internet with this easy-to-shop site, chock-full of quality mid-priced
furniture, rugs, wall coverings and accessories. Check out 45 room views, or shop by room or product
in styles like Coastal, Rustic, Classic, Soho or English Country. Look for bargains at The Outlet where
many items are half-price. Custom upholstery is available on certain pieces; choose fabrics by price
range, pattern and color, then view them on-screen on your desired couch, chair or ottoman.

Best: By far the most detailed product descriptions seen in this category.

Worst: The Online Decorating Studio only lets you view "pre-coordinated" selections. And scrolling
horizontally through the room views is dizzying.

Guild.com www.guild.com Offers a collection of original contemporary art including a choice
selection of art furniture and lighting. Expect well-crafted, often whimsical stuff with prices from a
few hundred dollars to more than $100,000. Typical: Joseph Shuldiner's delightfully delicate birch-
and-paper lamp shaped like a watchtower ($1,500). Or Roger Hauge's rustic Adirondack-style chair,
with a Shaker-style woven seat and back, echoing the geometric patterns of Scottish designer Charles
Rennie Mackintosh ($1,000). Each selection links to the artisan's bio and pictures of his or her works.
You can also have items made to order.




Best: It's not just furniture. It's sculpture

Worst: Descriptions are short. Delivery time long. Shipping and handling high.

3. How Much Does It Cost to Furnish a New
Home?

Here’s what to expect if you're budgeting for home furnishings in Sunshine Coast.

Moving into a new home is already expensive in Sunshine Coast. Now, add in the cost to fill that
home with furniture and these expenses can really set you back if you aren't prepared for them —if
you don't go about it in the right way. That's why budgeting for furniture is an important part of
preparing financially for the cost of moving—whether you're buying or renting. However, because
there are so many variables—including your home's size, location, and architectural style—figuring
out exactly how much it costs to furnish a home is a bit tricky. So, we used average costs as a guide,
and asked experts for tips on building a practical, personalized home furnishings budget. Here’s what
to expect and keep in mind when budgeting to furnish a home.

Average Cost to Furnish a Home

According to Home Advisor in Sunshine Coast, the national average cost to furnish a house is about
$16,000, but the actual range spans from $3,500 to just shy of $100,000. The lower end accounts for
budget-friendly furnishings in smaller spaces, like studios and one-bedroom apartments, while the
higher end accounts for three- or four-bedroom homes with luxury furnishings.

"The cost of furnishing a new home is a loaded question and obviously varies depending on the size
of the house and the level of furnishings," says Molly McGinness, an award-winning residential
interior designer based in Cape Cod. "The level of furnishings can range from highly customized top-
of-the-line quality to fast fashion type of furnishings. In general, most people have sticker shock
when they consider the cost to fully furnish a whole room."




Factors That Affect the Cost of Home Furnishings
Room size and layout

The more extensive your home, the higher the total cost of furnishing. For example, you may only
need a small two-seater for a quaint living space but need a seven-seater sectional, ottoman, and
side table for a larger room. And this is about more than just square feet. The number of windows
and angles of walls can also affect where you place furniture and how much of it is needed to make
the space feel cozy. So, to plan out how much furniture you need (and how big it needs to me), draw
up a layout of the rooms to play around with different options before you purchase anything.

Furniture quality

Not everyone is furnishing their forever home, so it’s essential to think about how long you really
need your furniture to last. Top-quality pieces are worthwhile to splurge on if you’re hoping to hang
on to them for a lifetime, but if you plan to move within just months or years, then it’s best to adjust
to a more modest price point. Strike the right balance by mixing higher-end pieces with thrifty saves.
If you have the time to wait for durable designs to go on sale, you also might be able to spare your
budget without sacrificing quality.

Delivery costs

While you can load up your car with smaller items, most home furnishings are bulky and require
truck delivery. From mattresses to bed frames to couches, don’t forget the delivery fees that will be
tacked onto the cost of the item itself. If you’re importing from another country or have goods
shipped long-distance, additional freight and transport costs apply. For the lowest costs, look for
online services that include delivery with the price of the furniture. Otherwise, consider purchasing
multiple items from one supplier to reduce delivery costs.

Assembly costs

If you’re a DIYer, you can save quite a bit, but there are some items that are best left to pro assembly.
Some furniture will come with easy assembly instructions in the packaging. Still, the actual process
can be time-consuming and physically challenging. Many delivery services will also offer installation
and assembly for hydraulic items, modular setup, lighting, and upholstered pieces. Consider the cost
of hiring a local handyperson, especially if you have a whole house to furnish.

How to Save Money on Home Furnishings

Home and real estate investor in Sunshine Coast offers a tip to “think of designing as phases." Phase
one, she says, is the skeleton: It includes necessary items, like beds, couches, tables, desks, and
chairs. "Phase two is design, such as rugs, curtains, and throws," she adds. "Phase 3 is the knick-
knacks.” To help avoid unnecessary splurges that lead to overspending, price out each phase and
make purchases as your budget allows.

With each phase, you can find bargains and hunt for deals everywhere, from major retailers to
custom designs to flea markets. But with this organized approach, you’re prioritizing your budget
toward the items you’ll use and need the most. And once a “must-have” item is checked off the list,
you can move on to items that just spark joy. Anything that doesn’t fit or turns out to be a dud can be
returned for additional savings, but keep in mind that any thrift items or those on sale might not be
eligible for return.




More Considerations When Furnishing a Home

The total cost of furnishings may be higher if you have limited available time to find items and place
them in your home. If time—not budget—is your biggest concern, it may benefit you to work with an
interior designer. "Interior designers know which manufacturers have quick ship programs and when
it makes sense to customize something directly with a trade-only source or to buy something off the
floor at a local retailer," McGinness says.

Last, Cohen recommends considering whether it makes more sense to rent or buy your furnishings.
Companies like Cort and Feather can help you hit the ground running if you relocate on a tight
timeline. These services can offer full rooms or a la carte items. Also, rentals can be used as a stop-
gap to furnish your home until your favorite exclusives arrive, or they can be items you hold onto for
as long as you stay in place. Keep in mind that if you hang onto rental furniture for too long, you may
end up spending much more than if you’d just bought them outright.

4. Common Mistakes to Avoid When Buying
Furniture, Designers Warn

If you feel it's high time to update a certain piece of furniture in your home or to finally add a piece

to a room that's been sitting empty for some time, don't do so without learning some of the most
common mistakes people in Sunshine Coast make when furniture shopping.

We asked designers to share some basics on what you should consider and avoid.
Match Your Lifestyle

Kate Guinness, founder of Kate Guinness Design in Sunshine Coast, points out that some
homeowners tend to choose furnishings based on styles they love without fully considering the




practicalities of life. For instance, if you have pets or small children, you should most definitely steer
away from buying a pristine white sofa or any other easily stainable piece the kids will have access
to.

Make Sure It Physically Fits

Assuming the furniture you’re eyeing is a non-flat-pack furniture piece that you need to assemble at
home, you should confirm that you’ll be able to physically get the piece indoors and into the space
you wish to place it.

For instance, if you don’t have any double-door openings in your home, or the entry into the specific
room is narrow or short, you may not be able to manipulate and maneuver the piece into place.
Jessica Shaw, director of interiors at The Turett Collaborative, also reminds those who live in a condo
or apartment building to check that the piece can fit into the elevator since you'll need to hire
someone if it doesn't and you live on an upper floor.

Consider the Style
It’s one thing to make sure it fits in the door, and a whole other thing to know it fits aesthetically.

“Even if you just fall in love with the piece on the showroom or store floor, try to avoid being super
impulsive and put it on hold,” Shaw says.

She suggests taking a picture of it, getting a spec sheet if possible, and getting a swatch to bring
home and look at against the space in which you want to place it. Or, you can even work in the
reverse by taking snapshots of the room at the boutique or showroom where you saw the piece.

Don’t Buy What You Can’t See

Carter Averbeck, owner of Omforme Design, warns against buying any fast furniture, as in online
retailers where you have only enhanced photo imagery and website claims of quality to rely on.
Oftentimes, what you purchase online is not what you end up getting and some of these online
brands make it difficult to return.

“Buyer’s regret has never been more real or prevalent than with online furniture purchases,"
Averbeck says.

Know Your Limits for a Fixer Upper

If you're thrifting, checking out an estate sale, or shopping at an antique dealer, investigate
everything. Shaw emphasizes the importance of making sure to check all surfaces and moving pieces.
This way, you'll be able to better negotiate the price if a drawer handle is missing or damaged.

Also, be realistic about if you're going to turn it into a DIY project. “Everybody's different and has
their own level of handiness," Shaw says.

Ask yourself how much needs to be refurbished and if you're actually capable of doing it right or will
likely need to pay to outsource the job. If you still intend to do it yourself, think about the costs of
tools and materials you'll need, whether it's to sand down and refinish a console table or reupholster
a couch. You might even need to re-pad cushioning or invest in down feathers to fill spots.Sure, the
people in a house are what make it a home, but the items that fill it can tell us a lot about their
personalities. If you find yourself looking around your own digs and craving a refresh, perhaps a new
piece of furniture is just what you need to spruce things up. But if you’re concerned about your
budget or you’re just a smart shopper, it’s essential to know the best time to buy furniture.




When is the best time of year to buy furniture?

The good news is that there’s more than one time of the year that’s considered the best time to buy
furniture. As you may have guessed, you’ll find some of the best deals around major holidays and
holiday weekends—but only certain ones.

Elena Fraioli, a senior merchant manager with Skimlinks, a popular content monetization platform,
suggests looking for furniture deals during what’s known as the Cyber Five, aka the sales you'll find
on the five days between Thanksgiving and Cyber Monday. “That’s definitely when we see a surge in
the home category, specifically sofas,” she says. “January is also a big furniture month, because
there’s this theme of ‘New Year, New Me,” and that bleeds into people refreshing their home as
well.” Plus, new furniture styles tend to be released in February, so retailers are looking to clear out
their old inventory in January.

When is the best time to buy office furniture?

Now that many companies have either gone hybrid or fully remote, you’ll probably want a proper
home office, if you don’t already have one. And if you do have one, it might be time to kick it up a
notch (and not just because your coworkers are getting a good look at it on Zoom). Getting a good
price on office furnishings is similar to looking at the best time to buy other indoor furniture.

With that being said, you should also check out private sales, like Amazon Prime Day and Wayfair’s
Way Days. On Way Days, which take place at the end of April, you'll find discounts up to 80% off.
Prime Day, traditionally held in July, offers similar price cuts. You also might be able to find some
deals around various holidays, but Labor Day likely won’t be one of them—that goes for all indoor
furniture.

When is the best time to buy patio furniture?

The best time to buy patio furniture is actually quite a bit different than the best time to buy indoor
furniture. Because patio furniture is a seasonal item for most of the country, it’s generally marked
down at the end of the summer. Beginning in August, these outdoor items will start to get
discounted, with sales getting steeper as the month goes on. By Labor Day, you should see the lowest




prices of the season on outdoor pieces. But be careful: If you wait too long, those pieces might sell
out!

When is the worst time to buy furniture?

According to Fraioli, while you may see some smaller deals on furniture scattered throughout the
year, the Cyber Five is really when the deepest discounts happen. As for the worst time to buy
furniture, that’s likely right after those sales end and prices shoot back up to their original list prices.
Stores also typically introduce their new indoor-furniture styles in February and August, so prices are
likely to be at their highest then.

But if there’s an item you love and it’s full price, don’t feel bad about adding it to your cart right now.
With supply-chain issues and long wait times for certain items, buying sooner rather than later may
make more sense for you.

Can you negotiate furniture prices?

The short answer: it depends. If the item is a floor sample or an open-box item, the retailer is likely
to have a little more flexibility when it comes to negotiation. And, of course, if you’re using a site like
Facebook Marketplace, there is often room to negotiate. But if you aren’t dealing with a secondhand
retailer or a yard-sale situation, negotiating can be difficult. Additionally, you’ll need to be in person
to even broach the subject, which means there’s no way for a back-and-forth exchange with, say,
Amazon. If you're wondering, here is how to negotiate like a pro in any situation.

Furniture-buying tips

With the best time to buy furniture fresh in your mind, here’s how to make shopping for these items
even easier—on you and your wallet.

Look for thematic bundles

Some retailers focused on the home space are creating bundles that include all the bells and whistles
you might want to have with your big furniture purchase. For example, if you’re purchasing office
furniture, look for a bundle that includes some of the accessories you might need as well, such as an
ergonomic chair, lamp and filing cabinet.

Buy Now, Pay Later can be a helpful payment option

“If you’re hosting a party and realize you need certain pieces of furniture right away, a lot of retailers
offer a Buy Now, Pay Later option,” says Lex Bombino, a merchant account manager with Skimlinks.
“That way, you can make those purchases, but you don’t have to spend a lot at that very moment
and can make incremental payments.” One word of warning: Always read the fine print about
interest rates and penalties if you don’t pay by a certain date.

Give direct-to-consumer brands a try

Direct-to-consumer (DTC) brands, like Castlery, don’t have brick-and-mortar stores, and their
merchandise isn’t sold on any sites other than their own. This is beneficial because you’re cutting out
the middle man (the third-party retailer) and instead dealing with the manufacturer directly, which
can help you get a high-quality piece at a great price. Follow DTC brands on social media or sign up
for their newsletters to stay up-to-date on their sales and any new markdowns. Martinez says she
personally owns a few Castlery items and loves them. She also loves that they will send out free
swatches so you can look at and feel the fabric before ordering.




Look for open-box or floor-sample deals

If you’re shopping on a site like Wayfair, sometimes you will see mention of an “open-box price” on a
particular item. This typically means that product was returned by a customer so the box was opened
(hence, the name), and retailers will subsequently mark down that piece. There isn’t anything
inherently wrong with the product; it just wasn’t what the original customer needed. Floor samples,
on the other hand, are those pieces of furniture on display in a store or showroom that are rotated
out at the end of the season and placed on sale because they, too, are from an open box. They may
be slightly more worn, though, since customers may be trying them out. That said, floor samples are
another excellent way to get a good price.

6. Tips For Packing Your Soft Furnishings

acking your belongings is perhaps the most challenging and time-consuming task during relocation.
Lack of planning can make things confusing and can also cause damage to some of your items,
particularly the delicate ones like the soft furnishing. People focus so much on the packing of their
kitchenware, electronics, furniture, etc., during moving, the safety of the soft furnishing gets
compromised. If you find the packing process overwhelming, then opt for professional packing
service. It will help to experience hassle-free removals in Sunshine Coast. They have expertise in
packing all types of things including delicate items. If you want to pack such things yourself to save
some money and manage your budget in a better way, it is essential to follow the right approach.
Here are some tips for packing your soft furnishings in a perfect manner.

Know What Soft Furnishings You Have

When you want to pack your soft furnishings in the best possible way during relocation, the first
thing you need to do is to prepare a list of all such items in your home. It will help to carry out the
packing process in a more systematic manner. The common such items that every household has




include curtains scatter cushions, bean cubes, rugs and carpets, coverings, table linens, pouffes, sofa
upholstery, comforters and bedspreads.

Get Rid of Unwanted Things

There will be a lot of soft furnishings in your home, but it doesn’t make sense to pack and move
everything you have. So, thoroughly scan all the items and get rid of the ones you have already
stopped using or don’t want to take with you. You can donate them along with your other excess
things to make packing easier and quicker. It is one of the common things people forget during a
house move.

Clean the Items

Some of these items could be clean, but not all of them, particularly the rugs, carpets, upholstery
covers and so on. These things are most likely to have a lot of ducts, dirt, part hair, stains and other
such things. If you do not want to take the dirt and germs present on these things, clean them
perfectly. Clean your carpet using a vacuum cleaner and steam cleaner.

Choose the Right Box

The soft furnishing could be large in size, but they are very light in weight. So, ideally, you should use
a medium or large cardboard box to pack these items. As a result, you will be able to pack most of
the things in a single box, and it won’t be heavy.

Pack them perfectly

You need to pack different soft furnishing items in different ways. To pack the items such as curtains,
coverings, table linens, sofa upholstery, comforters and bedspreads, you simply need to fold them
and place them inside the box. Place a packing paper at the bottom of the box and at the top of the
fabric items. When packing the carpets and rugs, roll properly and wrap inside the plastic and secure
it with a rubber band. If you hire trained removalists in Sunshine Coast, you will see that they also
pack things in a similar way.

Secure the Box

Once you have packed all the items in a cardboard box, it is advisable to seal the box properly with
tape to ensure there is no opening. After that cover, the entire box with stretch wraps to protect it
from bad weather or any accidents. If these boxes get wet by any chance during loading or
transportation, the moisture could damage the fabric inside it.

Label the Box

When you pack something, always keep in mind you also need to unpack them as well after
completing the move. So, do not forget to put a label on the boxes. It will be a lot easier for you to
identify your soft furnishings without opening the box. After unpacking the boxes, do not toss them
in the landfill because you can do numerous things with packing boxes after your move.

Load them carefully

If you are loading the truck on your own, make sure you load all such items on top of other boxes
and furniture. If you load them under anything heavy, then they can get damaged. Keep them on top,
along with your clothes and delicate items.




Hire Experts to Pack your Things

If you do not have enough time to pack your things, contact professionals removals company in
Sunshine Coast. Their experts know how to pack and load all the items safely. Hiring them might
increase your budget a bit, but in return, you get peace of mind. They take responsibility for taking
care of your valuables.

Packing soft and delicate household items can be difficult, but you can make it easier by following the
aforementioned tips. If you want to save your time so you can focus on other important aspects of
moving, take help of the professionals. As a result of that, you will experience smooth removals in
Sunshine Coast.

7. Conclusion

In conclusion, furnishing your home in the Sunshine Coast is about blending style, comfort, and
functionality to suit the relaxed coastal lifestyle. With a wide range of furniture options, from
modern designs to beach-inspired pieces, you can create a space that truly feels like home. Whether
shopping locally for sustainable décor or choosing timeless, high-quality furnishings, your choices
should reflect your personality and enhance everyday living. By selecting the right pieces and
optimizing your space, you can enjoy a beautiful, inviting home that complements the Sunshine
Coast’s natural beauty and laid-back charm, making every day feel like a retreat.
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